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SUBJECT: LIBYAN PRESSURE ON SIERRA LEONE REGARDING PRESIDENCY 
OF AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 

1 . LIBYAN DELEGATION VISITED FREETOWN IN EARLY APRIL 

AS FOLLOW UP TO VISIT IN DECEMBER 1975. DISCUSSIONS OSTENSIBLY 
CENTERED ON ESTABLISHMENT OF A BANK IN SIERRA LEONE WITH 
LIBYAN MONEY. NATURE OF PROPOSAL, WHETHER COMMERCIAL BANK OR 
DEVELOPMENT BANK, IS UNCLEAR. APPARENTLY EVEN TO LIBYANS. 
LIBYANS PROPOSED SENDING TEAM IN JULY TO FURTHER STUDY BANK 
PROPOSAL. 

2. REAL THRUST OF VISIT, HOWEVER, ACCORDING RELIABLE SOURCES, 

WAS LIBYAN PRESSURE TO GAIN SIERRA LEONE PROMISE TO SUPPORT 
LIBYAN CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENT OF AFDB. (VOTING WILL TAKE PLACE 
LATER THIS MONTH PRIOR TO ANY LIBYAN NEED TO MAKE ANY REAL 
COMMITMENT ON BANK PROJECT). SIERRA LEONE LAST YEAR 
SUPPORTED GHANAIAN CANDIDATE AND HAD BEEN EXPECTED TO DO SO 
AGAIN. GHANAIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER HAS INFORMED AMBASSADOR 
THAT. ALTHOUGH GOG HAD LETTER SIGNED BY PRESIDENT STEVENS 
PROMISING GOSL SUPPORT FOR GHANAIAN, DISCUSSIONS 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS FELLI MADE CLEAR THAT GOSL BACKING 
OUT OF COMMITMENT TO EMBARRASSMENT SOME SENIOR GOSL 
OFFICIALS. 

3. PRESS REPORTS STATE LIBYAN DELEGATION ALSO VISITING 
13 OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES. 

SAMUELS 
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